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REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA

MINISTRY OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND SOCIAL SERVICES 



TALKING NOTES FOR THE MINISTER OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND SOCIAL SERVICES,
HON. EMERINE KABANSHI, MP
AT THE BREAKFAST MEETING ON THE COMMUNITY BASED REHABILITATION (CBR) AFRICA CONFERENCE AT SOUTHERN SUN HOTEL ON
4TH MAY 2018






MAY 2018
HONOURABLE MINISTERS PRESENT;
PERMANENT SECRETARIES PRESENT;
SENIOR GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS;
THE CBR-CAN CHAIRPERSON;
MEDIA HOUSES;
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:

IT IS AN HONOUR AND PRIVILEGE TO HAVE THIS BREAKFAST MEETING. THIS MEETING HAS BEEN ORGANISED IN ORDER TO SHARE INFORMATION ON THE FORTH COMING COMMUNITY BASED REHABILITATION   (CBR) AFRICA NETWORK CONFERENCE ON INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT. THE CONFERENCE IS SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE IN LUSAKA AT INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL FROM 8TH TO 11TH MAY 2018 UNDER THE THEME ‘CBR FOR RESILIENCE BUILDING AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: LEAVING NO ONE BEHIND’ 

THIS CONFERENCE IS BEING HOSTED IN ZAMBIA FOR THE FIRST TIME AND OVER 400 DELEGATES FROM DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE WORLD ARE EXPECTED TO ATTEND. LET ME TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO THANK THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA THROUGH THE ABLE LEADERSHIP OF HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT, MR. EDGAR CHAGWA LUNGU FOR JOINTLY ORGANISING THIS IMPORTANT CONFERENCE WITH CBR AFRICA NETWORK (CAN). 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:
THE CBR CONFERENCE IS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR ZAMBIA TO SHARE EXPERIENCES AND BEST PRACTICES ON INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT REGARDING THE WELLBEING OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN COMMUNITIES.

YOU ARE WELL AWARE THAT THE GOVERNMENT THROUGH THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND SOCIAL SERVICES ESTABLISHED THE NATIONAL POLICY ON DISABILITY TO ENSURE THAT THE NEEDS AND CHALLENGES BEING FACED BY PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES ARE RESPONDED TO IN A COMPREHENSIVE AND WELL-COORDINATED MANNER. THE FORMULATION OF THE POLICY WAS DONE TO CREATE AN ENABLING ENVIRONMENT IN WHICH PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES ENJOY THEIR RIGHTS AND FULFIL THEIR ASPIRATIONS. 

 THE CBR CONFERENCE BRINGS TOGETHER STAKEHOLDERS SUCH AS GOVERNMENT, DISABLED PEOPLES’ ORGANIZATIONS, CIVIL SOCIETY, DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS AND THE ACADEMIA TO SHARE EXPERIENCES, GOOD PRACTICES AND LESSONS LEARNT. IT IS A GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR US TO ENSURE THAT ISSUES OF DISABILITY ARE MAINSTREAMED IN THE DEVELOPMENT AGENDA OF OUR COUNTRY IN LINE WITH THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES (CRPD) AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDGs).

THE CONFERENCE WILL ALSO PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES FOR ACQUIRING NEW KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS AS WELL AS DEMONSTRATE WHAT CBR PRACTITIONERS HAVE DONE. THE CONFERENCE WILL GENERATE RESOLUTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS THAT ARE RELEVANT TO HUMAN RIGHTS AND INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT. 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA REMAINS COMMITTED TO UPLIFTING THE STANDARDS OF LIVING OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES, AS CAN BE SEEN THROUGH THE POLICY AND LEGAL FRAMEWORK THAT HAS BEEN PUT IN PLACE. AS MENTIONED EARLIER, THE POLICY IS IN PLACE AND IT GIVES GUIDANCE ON INTERVENTIONS WHICH, IF FULLY IMPLEMENTED WITH COOPERATION AND COMMITMENT FROM ALL STAKEHOLDERS, WOULD ENSURE THAT POVERTY AMONG PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IS REDUCED SIGNIFICANTLY. 

FURTHERMORE, THE PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES ACT NO. 6 OF 2012 PROVIDES FOR, AMONG OTHER THINGS, THE PROMOTION OF THE PARTICIPATION OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES WITH EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IN SPHERES OF LIFE. IT RECOGNISES MAINSTREAMING OF DISABILITY ISSUES AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF NATIONAL POLICIES AND STRATEGIES OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT. THE ACT ALSO SEEKS TO PROMOTE THE FULL ENJOYMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS BY PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN THE COUNTRY.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:
THE CONFERENCE, IS AN OPPORTUNE TIME FOR ACHIEVING A NUMBER OF MILESTONES INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE FOLLOWING: 
1. TO SHARE INFORMATION ON THE VARIOUS CHALLENGES AND CAPACITIES TO ENHANCE RESILIENCE FOR THE ATTAINMENT OF THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS;
2. SHOWCASE BEST PRACTICES ON CBR AND DISABILITY MAINSTREAMING; 
3. INFLUENCE POLICY MAKERS TO APPRECIATE THE CBR APPROACH AND SUPPORT ITS IMPLEMENTATION;
4. DISCUSS HOW EVIDENCE BASED RESEARCH, INCLUDING THE STATUS OF DISABILITY DATA AND STATISTICS, CAN BE FURTHER IMPROVED FOR DISABILITY INCLUSIVE IMPLEMENTATION; AND
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]INFORM DEBATE ON THE PARADIGM SHIFT FROM THE CONCEPT OF COMMUNITY-BASED REHABILITATION TO COMMUNITY BASED INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT.

THE CONFERENCE HAS A LOT TO OFFER TO ALL STAKEHOLDERS.  MAINSTREAMING OF DISABILITY IN VARIOUS PROGRAMMES IS KEY TO ACHIEVE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND RESILIENCE BUILDING FOR ALL.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:
WE NEED TO ENSURE THAT PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES ARE INCLUDED IN THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, HUMANITARIAN ACTION AND THAT ATE ENHANCING EQUAL ACCESS TO REHABILITATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES.

THE CONFERENCE WILL START ON TUESDAY 8TH TO FRIDAY 11TH MAY 2018 AT INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL AND I LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR ATTENDANCE. I AM ALSO LOOKING FORWARD TO A TIME OF NETWORKING WITH VARIOUS STAKEHOLDERS, SO THAT OUR PROGRAMMES CAN BETTER BE INFORMED. 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:
LET ME TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO THANK ATLASMARA FOR THE CONTRIBUTION THEY HAVE MADE TOWARDS THE HOSTING OF THE SIXTH COMMUNITY BASED REHABILITATION (CBR) AFRICA NETWORK CONFERENCE. AND I HOPE THAT THIS IS THE BEGINNING OF THE PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN ATLASMARA AND THE GOVERNMENT ON SOCIAL PROTECTION ISSUES.

I ALSO THANK THE HONOURABLE MINISTERS PRESENT FOR ATTENDING THIS MEDIA BREAKFAST, COOPERATING PARTNERS, GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, CIVIL SOCIETY AND THE MEDIA. LET ME ALSO THANK CBR AFRICA NETWORK FOR CO-HOSTING THE CONFERENCE WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA. THIS PARTNERSHIP SHOULD NOT END HERE BUT CONTINUE.

I THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU ALL.
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